
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.  

 

 

 



pg. 2 

 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 24 & 25, 2021 

 

Jesus Lives: To Be Our Good Shepherd. 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 150 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 1 

 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

 
 

 Kyrie: Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The Kyrie (“Lord, have mercy”) has been used as a 

response by the Christian Church since ancient times. It is the first of five major liturgical songs or 

canticles. A canticle (coming from the Latin for “little song”) is a liturgical song based on a Biblical 

text, but not generally coming from the Psalms. In today’s liturgy, the Kyrie is placed between the 

confession of sins and the absolution. It is sung as a penitential plea for forgiveness to the triune God.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead 

us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house 

forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  

to Refrain 

to Refrain 

to Stanza 4 

to Refrain 

to Refrain 
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THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Acts 20:28-32 

The Good Shepherd protects his flock through the shepherds he equips. 

 

 “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.  

Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave, 

savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men 

will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! 

Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 

 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an 

inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” 

 

Psalm of the Day (Saturday) Psalm 23 (see pg. 14) 

The Good Shepherd brings his sheep safely through this life. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Sunday) My Shepherd Will Supply My Need 

Adult Choir setting by Carl Schalk 

 

 My shepherd will supply my need; Jehovah is his name. 

 In pastures fresh he makes me feed, beside the living stream. 

 He brings my wand’ring spirit back when I forsake his ways 

 And leads me, for his mercy’s sake, in paths of truth and grace. 

 

 When I walk through the shades of death, thy presence is my stay; 

 One word of thy supporting breath drives all my fears away. 

 Thy hand, in sight of all my foes, doth still my table spread; 

 My cup with blessing overflows, thine oil anoints my head. 

 

 The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days; 

 O may thy house be my abode, and all my work be praise. 

 There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come; 

 No more a stranger, nor a guest but like a child at home. 

 

Second Lesson 1 Peter 5:1-4 

The Good Shepherd gives the crown of glory to the shepherds of God’s flock. 

 

 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and one who 

also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving   
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as overseers – not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy 

for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the 

flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade 

away. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! I am the Good Shepherd; I know my 

sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

Gospel John 10:11-18 

The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

 

 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not 

the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs 

away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and 

cares nothing for the sheep.  

 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me – just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this 

sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and  

one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life – only to take it up again. No 

one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority 

to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”  
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Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) Loving Shepherd of the Sheep 

Adult Choir setting by Ludwig Lenel 

 

 Loving shepherd of thy sheep, keep thy lamb, in safety keep, 

 Nothing can thy power withstand, none can pluck me from thy hand. 

 

 Loving shepherd, ever near, teach thy lamb thy voice to hear; 

 Suffer not my steps to stray from the straight and narrow way. 

 

 Where thou leadest, I would go, walking in thy steps below, 

 Till before my Father’s throne I shall know as I am known. 

 

Hymn of the Day The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 Christian Worship 375 

 

(continued on the next page)  
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Sermon 1 Peter 5:1-4 

 

The Role and Goal of Our Good Shepherd 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Almighty God, you sent your Son to be the only way to heaven by his death and resurrection.  

 

C: Grant your blessing upon your people as we rejoice in the forgiveness of sins offered and 

sealed through Christ. 

 

M: Your Son honored you and became obedient even to death on the cross. We pray for the youth 

among us, that they might follow your Son’s example of willing obedience. 

 

C: Provide them good and godly homes where they might be trained in your ways. Give 

them thankful hearts that honor their fathers and mothers as your servants. 

 

M: You make your Son known to us through your holy Word. We pray for pastors and teachers 

who preach and teach this Word to us and others.  

 

C: Bless these called servants as they care for your Church. Give them every good gift that 

they may serve you to the fullest. 

 

M: You called the apostles to spread the news of your Son’s resurrection to those around them. 

We pray that you would also equip us to share the good news of Christ’s resurrection. 

 

C: Give us the words to speak and the courage to proclaim your truth. Remind us that your 

Word will not return to you empty but will accomplish what you desire. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: You received your Son into your presence and gave him a place of honor at your right hand. 

Fill us with a longing to worship him with all the saints and angels in heaven. 

 

C: Strengthen us in our earthly walk until that glorious day when we too will join in that 

everlasting song of praise. Amen.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

Be seated 

 

Hymn The Lord’s My Shepherd 

  Christian Worship Supplement 766 
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Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 

 Christian Worship 432 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder  

 

Musicians Rachel Wendland, piano (Saturday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday) 

 Hannah Braun, violin 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers on the altar are given by the confirmation class to the glory of God and in 

celebration of their confirmation. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• The 18 members of the 2021 confirmation class who were confirmed on Saturday, April 24, 

that each of them will remain faithful to their confirmation promises. 

 

• Pastor Kyle Bitter and St. John’s teacher Christine Rindfleisch, as they deliberate the two 

divine calls each now holds. 

 

• Suzanne Swenson, hospitalized at Froedtert. 
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Psalm 23 

 

 The LORD is my shepherd, 

  I shall not be in want. 

 

 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

  he leads me beside quiet waters. 

 

 He restores my soul; 

  he guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

 

 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 

  You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

 

 Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain  
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“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” Text and tune public domain. 
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 of Augsburg Fortress. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Readings for the Week of Easter 4 

  

M Ephesians 2:4-10 John 10:1-11 

T Matthew 26:31-35 Matthew 14:23-33 

W John 21:15-19 Matthew 18:10-14 

R 1 Peter 5:1-4 Ezekiel 34:23-31 

F John 18:1-9 Hebrews 13:12-21 

S Acts 20:28-32 John 19:27-30 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


